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that the water would hold out only half an
hour longer. It was at this juncture that
Meigs, with all the possibilities which this
news brought before him, caught sight of
Alexander in his motley costume, working
feverishly, with hatchet in hand, at a window
frame outside the "old boys' room/5 The
incongruity of this with the " quiet Sunday "
struck him, and he shouted up, " Hey, Upton!
Got your sneakers on?" Alexander looked
back at him with shocked and reproachful
astonishment. " How could he be thinking
of a joke," he said afterwards to Mrs. Meigs,
" when the whole school was about to burn
up?"

Once again Meigs set himself to the task
of reconstruction. The building had been so
recently completed, and embodied so fully all
his ripest ideals for the school that it was
almost exactly duplicated. A passage in a
letter which he wrote to his sister the next
summer indicates the only changes that were
made.

"You will be glad to Know that with the
exception of the one part of the East Wing
which stood directly above the Greek Room,
the building is under roof. I do not see why
fairly rapid progress should not be made in
pushing it forward to completion. As the
basement and first story were so littlewere in
